CHAPTER XI
TOINETTE IS PRESENTED AT COURT

Famous fancy-dress ball at Versailles for Dauphins wedding. King
disguised as yew-tree. Cruel hoaxing of Madame Portail. Mixed
rabble. Toinette comes dressed as Diana. Excites Louis9 curiosity. He
meets her at ball of Hotel de Ville. She entices him with subtlety.
Bishop Boyer threatens to dismiss Binet if he brings Toinette to
Court. Louis roused by opposition. Toinette visits Versailles. Affects
disinterested love. Husband's despair. Battle of Fontenoy. Toinette
at fitioles with Voltaire and Bernis. Their looks and characters.
Unwelcome guests snubbed. Poems. Toinette created marquise de
Pompadour. Given old lodging ofduchesse de Chdteauroux. Gets rid
of her portrait. Madame de Genlis on ceremonial of presentation
curtsey. Toinette is presented at Versailles. Queens sweetness.
Dauphin sticks out his tongue.

sHe that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and he that breaketh a
hedge, a serpent shall bite him.9 (EcCLESlASTES x. 8. Douay.)

As we have seen, Louis was treacherous in friendship,
L\cruel, false, idle, stingy in money matters, a man
JL X endowed with great physical vigour and yet intellec-
tually weak, bored, a burden to himself and others; he had
already caused the utter misery of four women, and the death
of two of them; he had now lost much of his popularity by
returning to the duchesse in November, and the fishwives
who had prayed for his recovery said in their crude language:
cAs he has gone back to his concubine, he will not find another
paternoster on the streets of Paris/ Yet this was the man
whose fancy Toinette sought to capture.